?8          THE EFFECT OF THE RELIGIOUS CHANGES OF

'trading combinations' were 'so many nests of faction and
sedition'. Throughout the country the growing industrial towns
supported the parliamentary cause, even when, as in Lancashire,
the neighbouring country-side had declared for Charles. Richard
Baxterwas struck by the prevailing connexion between a 'middle'
economic and social status and a Puritan frame of mind. Tree-
holders and tradesmen', he wrote, 'are the strength of religion
and civility in the land; and gentlemen and beggars and servile
tenants are the strength of iniquity. . . ,M After 1660 the
connexion between Puritan Nonconformity and trade became
a commonplace which was not without foundation. In 1661,
the four London M.P.s were all commercial magnates and
Puritans of varying shades of opinion. The permanent Com-
mittee of Trade was composed largely of English Nonconformists
and foreign Puritans who had taken refuge in London. William
Petty, in his Political Arithmetic^ attributed the economic pro-
gress of England and Holland to the inclusion of hard-working
Nonconformist elements. Their industry sprang, he thought,
partly from their being in a religious minority and partly from
a natural attraction between Dissent and trade. 'Dissenters of
this kind', he said, 'are, for the most part, thinking, sober, and
patient men, and such as believe that labour and industry is
their duty towards God.' A pamphleteer of 1671 wrote that
there was 'a kind of natural unaptness in the Popish religion
to business, whereas on the contrary among the Reformed, the
greater their zeal, the greater their inclination to trade and
industry, as holding idleness unlawful. . . . The domestic
interest of England lieth in the advancement of trade by remov-
ing all obstructions both in city and country, and providing such
laws as may help it, and make it most easy, especially in giving
liberty of conscience to all Protestant Nonconformists and
denying it to Papists.' So much did Englishmen take this advice
to heart that Montesquieu could write in his Esprit des Lois
that they had progressed the farthest of all people in the world
in the three important matters of piety, commerce, and freedom.
This consummation lay in the future, but its way was being

1 For quotations from R. Baxter, see F. J. Powicke, Life of Richard Baxter, 1924.